
KSMQ Public Television inspires the viewer to discover local 
connections, build strong communities and become better informed. 
KSMQ offers four distinct broadcast channels to viewers in southeastern 
Minnesota and northeastern Iowa.
 

2023 LOCAL CONTENT AND SERVICE 
REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY 

LOCAL 
VALUE 

KSMQ is a valuable part of 
southern Minnesota’s and 
northern Iowa’s 
advancement.  
 ��KSMQ is a trusted, 
community-based catalyst 
and initiator for public 
dialogue regarding local 
and far-reaching issues 
and stories through its 
programming that reaches 
its viewing audience 
through broadcast (IRXU 
free over-the-air channels) 
and web-based shows. 

In 2023, KSMQ provided 
these vital local services: 
• A showcase for the

arts.
• A purveyor of history.
• A study of local

culture.
• TKe VKDrinJ

information and
important trends in
agriculture.

• An investigation into
local current events.

• A platform for
political debates.

• An examination and
reporting of
important Oegislative
proceedings.

KSMQ’s broadcast 
signal currently reaches 
approximately 709,000 
individuals over 
an estimated 24,806 
square miles, with the 
potential to reach 
thousands more over 
cable and satellite TV.  
Viewers throughout our 
region were presented 
with programs that had 
strong local interest. 

LOCAL 
IMPACT

2023 KEY 
SERVICES 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

KSMQ serves the community with its locally produced continuing programming in 
many valuable ways: 

Off 90: 2ff �� is KSMQ’s showcase for area art, history, and culture. It’s an ongoing magazine-
style program that features several short videos within its episodic runtime of 30 minutes. Each 
story presents an unsung or underpublicized subject from our region. 

Farm Connections: On some level, everyone is connected to agriculture. That simple fact is 
at the heart of KSMQ's continuing local series, FarP &onneFWionV. Join KSMQ to explore the 
world of agriculture in our region with host Dan Hoffman. You'll learn about current issues, future 
trends, and our agricultural heritage. It's informative, enlightening, and sometimes, just plain fun! 

R-Town: KSMQ sets its sights on Rochester with its weekly program, R�7oZn. As one of the 
economic engines of the KSMQ viewing area, Rochester is brimming with business, cultural and 
historical significance. And, of course, there is also great change proposed as a result of the 
Destination Medical Center project.�What is Rochester talking about? Join Nicole Nfonoyim-Hara 
each week as we VKRZFDVH�5RFKHVWHU�RQ R�7oZn.�,Q�WKH�/HJLVODWLYH�5XQGRZQ�VHJPHQW� 
FRUUHVSRQGHQW�0LFKDHO�:RMFLN�XSGDWHV�XV�RQ�KRZ�5RFKHVWHU�DQG�2OPVWHG�&RXQW\�DUH�DIIHFWHG�E\ 
DFWLRQV�RI�WKH�0LQQHVRWD�/HJLVODWXUe.

.604���2XU�QHZHVW�GLJLWDO�LQLWLDWLYH��.604���LV�D�VHULHV�RI�VKRUW�YLGHR�VWRULHV�WKDW�IHDWXUH�DUW��
KLVWRU\��DQG�FXOWXUH��ZKLFK�DUH�VKDUHG�H[FOXVLYHO\�RQ�)DFHERRN�
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

Music Specials

D

&DnnDEiV &RnneFWiRnV took a look at 
the legal, cultural and public safety 
dynamics of Minnesota's new recreational 
marijuana legislation.

'RFXmenWDrieV

1HDUO\�D�GHFDGH�DJR��.604�SDUWQHUHG�
ZLWK�WKH�5RFKHVWHU�&KRUDO�$UWV�(QVHPEOH�
WR�VKDUH�WKHLU�&KULVWPDV�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZLWK�
.604�YLHZHUV��.604�KDV�NHSW�WKDW�
SDUWQHUVKLS�DOLYH�VLQFH�WKDW�ILUVW�EURDGFDVW���

.604�DQQXDOO\�SURGXFHV�D�SURJUDP�
FDOOHG�$Q�$XVWLQ�&KULVWPDV�WKDW�IHDWXUHV�
VHYHUDO�ORFDO�PXVLF�JURXSV�SHUIRUPLQJ�
&KULVWPDV�VRQJV��7KLV�\HDU
V�SURJUDP�
LQFOXGHG�WKH�$XVWLQDLUHV��WKH�$XVWLQ�%LJ�
%DQG��DQG�VLQJHU�VRQJZULWHU�6SHQFHU�
7KXU\.

$ performance by the 0inneVRWD 
OrFKeVWrD BrDVV 4XinWeW was streamed 
liYe on )acebook and <ou7ube from the 
.6M4 studio. Members of the orchestra 
spent a week in $ustin and played at 
seYeral locations. 7he series is known as 
&ommon &hords, in which the 2rchestra 
immerses itself in a single community for a 
week.
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STORIES OF IMPACT 

Reading for Life presenter�
0LFKDHO�9HUGH 

Michael is the enthusiastic 
presenter who facilitates the 
Reading for Life discussions. 
Along with an engaging 
personality, Michael brings to 
the table unique literary insights 
and brilliant observations.  

Reading for Life 
Reading for Life is a continuing program 
created by the Austin Public Library DQG�
centered around four book lectures annually 
and focused on the act of reading.  
 The experience is structured like a book 
group, but one skillfully facilitated to maintain 
the richest possible dialogue among the 
participants and the source text. The core 
idea is that works of literature offer precious 
resources of energy and vision for the 
creation and sustenance of healthy 
communities. 
�� KSMQ live-streamed these presentations 
over social media outlets controlled by the 
station��The presentations were also 
recorded and later broadcast by KSMQ. 
���,Q�RQH�HSLVRGH��ZH�ZHUH�KRQRUHG�WR�KDYH�
DXWKRU�Tim O'Brien�DV�JXHVW��2
%ULHQ�ZDV�
ERUQ�LQ�$XVWLQ�DQG�ZHQW�RQ�WR�ZULWH�DERXW�KLV�
9LHWQDP�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�WKH�UHQRZQHG�QRYHO��
The Things They Carried��7KDW�ERRN�ZDV�
WKH�WRSLF�RI�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�Reading for 
Life��

.604�	�$

.604 	 $� 6XEsWanFe $EXse and 
3reYenWion�ZDV�WKH�ILUVW�program LQ�RXU�QHZ�
VHULHV��$V�2FWREHU was�6XEVWDQFH�$EXVH�
3UHYHQWLRQ�PRQWK��.604�WRRN�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�
0LQQHVRWD�LV�IDULQJ�LQ�WKH�DEXVH�RI�LOOHJDO�
GUXJV�VXFK�DV�PHWK�DQG�VWUHHW�IHQWDQ\O�
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SUMMARY 

Our viewers have the last word
“,�DSSUHFLDWH�\RXU�FRQWHQW�DQG�SURJUDPPLQJ��7KDQNV�IRU�EURDGFDVWLQJ�LQWR�1RUWK�,RZD�” 
     — 0DUN�/��IURP��0DVRQ�&LW\��,$ 

“0\�IDYRULWH�.604�SURJUDPV�DUH��+LVWRULF�RQHV��2II���” 
     — :DUUHQ�DQG�,UHQH�0LFKHOVRQ

“7KDQNV�IRU�JHWWLQJ�PH�FRQQHFWHG�RQ�.604�3DVVSRUW”
�����²�5LFN�/DUVHQ�IURP�&OHDU�/DNH��,RZD

�0\�IDYRULWH�.604�SURJUDPV�DUH��
3%6�1HZVKRXU��'HPRFUDF\�1RZ
�
�����²�&DWKHULQH�$VKWRQ

In 2023, KSMQ, the smallest PBS affiliate in the country, 
provided locally produced content to viewers in southeastern 
Minnesota that caught the interest of citizens statewide.  

.604�KHOG�D�+DOORZHHQ�RSHQ�KRXVH�DW�
7KH�%URDGFDVW�&HQWHU�²�ZLWK�JDPHV��
FDQG\�DQG�D�FKDQFH�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�
SRVH�ZLWK�(OPR�RQ�RXU�JUHHQ�VFUHHQ�


	Untitled

